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Valentine’s Day 

 
There are varying opinions as to the origin of Valentine's Day. Some experts state that 

it originated from St. Valentine, a Roman who was martyred for refusing to give up 
Christianity. He died on February 14, 269 A.D., the same day that had been devoted to 

love lotteries. Legend also says that St. Valentine left a farewell note for the jailer's 
daughter, who had become his friend, and signed it "From Your Valentine". Other 

aspects of the story say that Saint Valentine served as a priest at the temple during 
the reign of Emperor Claudius. Claudius then had Valentine jailed for defying him. In 

496 A.D. Pope Gelasius set aside February 14 to honor St. Valentine. 

 
Over time, February 14 has become the date for exchanging love messages and a 

celebration of St. Valentine, the patron saint of lovers. The date is marked by sending 
poems and simple gifts, such as flowers, to loved ones and secret loves. By far, 

Valentine's Day Flowers are the most popular gift today. 

In the United States, Miss Esther Howland is given credit for sending the first valentine 
cards. Commercial valentines were introduced in the 1800's and now the date is very 
commercialized. The town of Loveland, Colorado, does a large post office business 

around February 14. The spirit of good continues as valentines are sent out with 
sentimental verses and children exchange valentine cards at school. 

 

 

  

http://www.1800flowers.com/valentinesday


 

 

 

 
 

1917: The Beginning Chicago business leader Melvin Jones asked a simple and 
world-changing question – what if people put their talents to work improving their 
communities. Almost 100 years later, Lions Clubs International is the world's largest 
service club organization, with more than 1.3 million members in more 
than 45,000 clubs and countless stories of Lions acting on the same simple idea: let's 
improve our communities. 
 

1920: Going International just three years after our founding, Lions became 
international when we established the first club in Canada. Mexico followed in 1927. In 
the 1950s and 1960s international growth accelerated, with new clubs in Europe, Asia 
and Africa. 
 

1925: Eradicating Blindness Helen Keller addressed the Lions Clubs International 
Convention in Cedar Point, Ohio, USA, and challenged Lions to become "knights of 
the blind in the crusade against darkness." Since then, we have worked tirelessly to 
aid the blind and visually impaired. 
 

1945: Uniting Nations the ideal of an international organization is exemplified by our 
enduring relationship with the United Nations. We were one of the first 
nongovernmental organizations invited to assist in the drafting of the United Nations 
Charter and have supported the work of the UN ever since. 
 

1957: Organizing Youth Programs in the late 1950s, we created the Leo Program to 
provide the youth of the world with an opportunity for personal development through 
volunteering. There are approximately 144,000 Leos and 5,700 Leo clubs in more than 
140 countries worldwide. 
 

1968: Establishing Our Foundation Lions Clubs International Foundation assists 
Lions with global and large-scale local humanitarian projects. Through our Foundation, 
Lions meet the needs of their local and global communities. 
 

1990: Launching Sight First Through SightFirst, Lions are restoring sight and 
preventing blindness on a global scale. Launched in 1990, Lions have raised more 
than $346 million for this initiative. SightFirst targets the major causes of blindness: 
cataract, trachoma, river blindness, childhood blindness, diabetic retinopathy 
and glaucoma. 
 



 
 
 
 

Today: Extending Our Reach Lions Clubs International extends our mission of 
service every day – in local communities, in all corners of the globe. The needs are 
great and our services broad, including sight, health, youth, elderly, the environment 
and disaster relief. Our international network has grown to include more than 200 
countries and geographic areas. 

 

 

February is Black History Month 

 
In, 1915, Dr. Carter G. Woodson and Rev.Jesse E. Moorland co-founded the 

Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH).  Their goal was to 
research and bring awareness to the largely ignored, yet crucial role black people 

played in American and World History.  The following year, Woodson published and 
distributed his findings in The Journal of Negro History.  He founded the publication 
with the hope that it would dispel popular mistruths.  He also hoped to educate black 
people about their cultural background and instill them with a sense of pride in their 

race. 
The son of former slaves and the second black person to receive a degree from 

Harvard University, Carter Woodson understood the value of education.  He also felt 
the importance of preserving one’s heritage and, upon his urgings, the fraternity 

Omega Psi Phi created Negro History and Literature Week in 1920.  In 1926, 
Woodson changed the name to Negro History Week.  He selected the month of 

February as a way to honor the birth of two men whose actions drastically altered the 
future of black Americans.  Abraham Lincoln, the U.S. President who issued the 

Emancipation Proclamation was born on February 12th and Frederick Douglass, one of 
the nation’s leading abolitionists was born on February 14th. 

Woodson and the ANSLH provided learning materials to teachers, black history clubs 
and the community at large.  They also published photographs that depicted important 

figures in black culture, plays that dramatized black history, and reading materials. 
Dr. Carter G. Woodson died in 1950, but his legacy continued on as the celebration of 
Negro History Week was adopted by cities and organizations across the country.  This 

observance proved especially important during the Civil Rights Movement of the 
1950’s and 1960’s, a time when the inhumane and unequal treatment of black people 

in America was being challenged and overturned. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Bainbridge Subregional Library  Free Reading Matter 
F/T Blind & Handicapped   F/T Blind & Handicapped 
Southwest Georgia Regional Library  U. S. Mail 
301 South Monroe Street   Do Not Cancel 
Bainbridge, GA  39819 

 
     

Hours: 
Monday 9am to 8pm 
Tuesday 9am to 6pm 
Wednesday 9am to 6pm 
Thursday 9am to 7 pm 
Friday 9am to 6 pm 
Saturday 9am to 4 pm 

     

 
Phone: (229) 248-2680 

1-800-795-2680 
Email: lbph@swgrl.org 

Fax: 229-248-2670 
 
Take a virtual tour of our libraries 

and Subregional Library  
for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped by clicking on 

www.swgrl.org/handicap.php 

 
 
 
 
 
Information presented in this newsletter will be provided in alternative formats upon 
request. 
 
Online Catalog for ordering library books http://webopac.klas.com/glass 
Call the library for your log-in and password. 
 

NOTE:  Please submit information or news that you would like to share to Kathy 
Hutchins. 

 

http://www.swgrl.org/handicap.php
http://webopac.klas.com/glass

